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Charter subterfuge attempt 
Voters should be aware that there is an attempt to have 

the Town Council abrogate its fiscal authority by allow­
ing the Board of Education budget to be presented on the 
budget referendum as a separate vote from the municipal 
budget. Advocates want the council to allow the Board 
of Education's recommended budget to go directly to 
voters, unmodified by the town manager or council. 

As a Plan B, to have separate questions for the 
municipal and school budgets, beware. This is a 
strategy that directly clashes with the checks and bal­
ances set up by the charter. 

Many public hearings and discussions on this sub­
ject were part of the charter revisions approved by the 
majority of voting residents. This is an in-your-face 
attempt to bypass the charter. The Town Council is the 
town's fiscal gatekeeper, by design and voter approval: 

Allowing this would, in effect, be the dismantling 
of our town government, both in structure and func-
tionality. . 

Do not allow this to happen. Notify the council 
that this is unacceptable via email at 
towncouncil @tolland.org 

Attend the meetings critical to the budget development 
process, which you can find at 
http://www. tolland.org/wp-content/uploads/20 I 0/09/ 
Budget-Schedule3 .pdf. 

Don't wait until the annual budget presentation meet­
ing. By then the budget is fully developed. Act while 
the process is ongoing. Your last chance to speak prior 
to the council vote is at the March 29 public hearing. 

JOHN DURAND 
Tolland 

The writer is the director of the Tolland 
Taxpayers Association. 

A meeting on Ellington's future 
On Monday, March 28, at 7 p.m. at Center School 

gym, the Ellington Planning and Zoning Commission 
will continue the public hearing regarding the rezon­
ing of 34.94 acres of land from commercial and resi­
dential to multifamily in conjunction with the develop­
ment of a 172-unit apartment complex near 185 West 
Road. The land is home to an attorney's office, Johnny 
Appleseed's Farm Stand, and a peach tree orchard. 

Nearly 200 residents attended the opening night of 
the hearing Feb. 28. This project will affect every 
resident in Ellington for a multitude of reasons . 

The proposed project would eliminate approxi­
mately 25 percent of the excess sewer capacity avail­
able for commercial use along the Route 83 corridor. 
Lack of sewer capacity has already handcuffed mul­
tiple proposed business ventures over the past five 
years. Some of these projects would have added to 
our town's tax rolls without adding population. 

Ellington cannot continue to waste this capacity on 
developments that will not benefit the town. Town 
Planner Robert Phillips stated in a Feb. 28 memo that 

"our best tool to attract economic development is to 
retain as much available sewer capacity as possible." 

According to the 2010 U.S. Census, Ellington's 
population has grown 21 percent over the past 10 
years, making Ellington the fifth-fastest growing 
municipality in the state (15,602). The proposed 
rezoning of this land and the proposed development of 
172 apartment units would increase Ellington's popu­
lation by 313 people, a 2 percent increase. Combined 
with four other ongoing or proposed large-scale multi­
family and single-family cluster residential projects in 
town, these five developments would increase 
Ellington's population by approximately 8.2 percent. 

All of Ellington's schools are at, or over, capacity. 
The recent approval to purchase land near Crystal 
Lake School and the assumption that town voters 
would approve a multimillion-dollar expansion will 
only partially alleviate the current problem. The 
expansion would not solve the future problem of 
overcrowding due to the rapid growth of public 
school-aged children. The continued rapid uncon­
trolled growth will result in Ellington building a new 
school in the near future. 

These are but a few of the many issues that have 
been, and will continue to be, discussed at the PZC 
meeting on March 28, along with taxes, traffic, plan­
ning policy, loss of commercial land, general welfare 
and safety, property values, town services, and more. 

Please take the time out of your busy day on 
Monday to voice your opinion and to ensure a bright 
future for your town of Ellington. 

LOUIS CORSINO 
Ellington 

Tuition and military families 
What is the justification for any in-state (lower) 

tuition rates being sought for students who are either 
here illegally or who are the children of illegal immi­
grants when there is no voice from legislators or 
members of the state's Education Committee for the 
same privileges begin offered to the academically 
qualified children of our military families? 

When military families move into any state but are 
not residents for a required length of time, they are 
denied in-state tuition rates. Why? The reason focus­
es on the fact that they have not be there long enough 
to have paid sufficient taxes in support of that state's 

· universities or colleges. 
Shame on any legislator or member of the 

Education Committee who supports this special priv­
ilege for those who have flaunted our laws and who 
now seek special advantages in addition. 

Our military families serve the entire nation. They 
or their children should be eligible for special con­
sideration in the costs of higher education- no mat­
ter in what state they decide to reside or how long 
they have been residents. 

CAROL BuR 
Verno 
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